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SMOKE SIGNALSSMOKE SIGNALS
9-11 Heroes

Music and poetry help us to remember
the victims of September 11, 2001

Ask not what your club can do for you,...Ask what you can do for your club!  Volunteer!!

9-11 by Lois

My whole world is falling down
Nine one one, nine one one.

In smoke and debris our loved ones 
drown

Nine one one, we say.

Husbands, brothers, sons, and dads
Nine one one, nine one one,

Wives and sisters, daughters, moms,
All come to help that day.

Senseless deaths from hate and war,
Nine one one, nine one one,

In our homeland or yonder shore,
When will it go away?

Our children need us to be there,
Nine one, one, nine one, one,

To give them tender love and care
that drives their fears away.

SPECIAL GARDEN - A Child cry to his 
Daddy

In my garden, I will plant some of Daddy's things 
The hat he wears for his favorite baseball team.
His special notes he wrote to me.
His favorite songs he likes to sing.
His special collect cars he bought last spring.

His favorite tie that has grease stains.
His favorite fishing pole, even though he has never 
caught anything.

And I'm going to plant some of my tears, these come 
from me.
Every night before I go to sleep, I will go out to my 
special garden
and pray over Daddy's things.

(c)copyright Natasha Flowers 2002 

A TOAST
A TRIBUTE TO THE FALLEN                                               

(343 Firefighters September 11, 2001)

Tip your hats in Honor.
Have a seat in Pride.

Pour a cup of Dignity.
Pour in sugar with Love.
Add cream for Security.
Stir for Unity and Peace.

(c) copyright Natasha Flowers 2002

http://www.9-11heroes.us/
http://www.9-11heroes.us/
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NEIL A. ARMSTRONG: BIOGRAPHY - from Ohio Historical Society

Early Childhood 
Neil Alden Armstrong was born on August 3, 1930, on his 
grandparents’farm in Auglaize County, near Wapakoneta, Ohio. His 
parents were Stephen and Viola Armstrong; he also has a sister, June, 
and a brother Dean. 

As an auditor for the State of Ohio, it was necessary for Stephen 
Armstrong to move frequently. Consequently, the family lived in several 
Ohio communities before settling in Wapakoneta on West Benton 
Street. Neil Armstrong’s fascination with airplanes began as early as 
age 2, after he attended Cleveland’s National Air Races with his father. 
His interest in aviation only intensified as he grew. Armstrong spent 
hundreds of hours building model airplanes, conducting experiments 
with a homemade wind tunnel, and reading countless books and magazines about planes. - 

At age 15, Armstrong began taking flying lessons at an airport north of Wapakoneta. He worked at 
various jobs in town and at the airport to earn the money for the $9-per-hour lessons in an Aeronca 
Champion airplane. By the time he was 16, he had his student pilot’s license - before he had 
earned his driver’s license. 

Education and Early Career 
Neil Armstrong graduated from Blume High School in Wapakoneta, Ohio, in 1947. After receiving a 
scholarship from the U.S. Navy, he enrolled at Purdue University, majoring in aeronautical 
engineering. 

Called to active duty in 1949, he became a Navy pilot. The following year he went to Korea, where 
he flew his Navy Panther jet on 78 combat missions. During one of those missions, Armstrong 
narrowly escaped death when he was forced to parachute from a damaged plane. He received 
three medals for his military service. 

In 1952, Armstrong returned to Purdue University, graduating with a bachelor of science degree in 
aeronautical engineering. He later received a master of science degree in aerospace engineering 
from the University of Southern California. He has since been awarded honorary degrees from 
several universities. Armstrong’s first position after college was at Cleveland’s NACA Lewis Plight 
Propulsion Laboratories, now the NASA John Glenn Research Center. For the next seventeen 
years he worked as an engineer, test pilot, astronaut and administrator for NASA (the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration) and its predecessor, NACA (the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics). 

Armstrong left Cleveland for Edwards Air Force Base in California to work as a test pilot. engineer 
and experimenter. While there, he flew several planes, the most noteworthy being the X-l5. 

Astronaut Career 
In 1962, Armstrong was accepted as an astronaut in the NASA space program. He moved to El 
Lago, Texas, near Houston’s NASA Manned Spacecraft Center, to begin his astronaut training. 

Armstrong’s first flight assignment as an astronaut was as backup command pilot for the Gemini 8 
mission. 

Ask not what your club can do for you,...Ask what you can do for your club!  Volunteer!!

http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h02.shtml
http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h02.shtml
http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h03.shtml
http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h03.shtml
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On March 16, 1966, Neil Armstrong flew his first space 
mission as command pilot of the Gemini 8. Despite a 
thruster malfunction that caused the spacecraft to pitch 
and roll out of control, he was able to pilot the 
spacecraft to the first successful space docking. 
Armstrong went on to serve as- backup commander for 
the Apollo 8 lunar orbit mission. 

On July 16, 1969, Armstrong, this time as commander 
of Apollo 11. along with command module pilot and 
navigator Michael Collins and systems expert Edwin 
“Buzz” Aldrin, began a historic journey to the moon. 
Armstrong piloted the lunar module to a safe landing 
on the moon's surface. 

On July 20, at 10:56 p.m. EDT, Neil Armstrong became the first man to walk on the moon. 

At that moment he made the statement that has since become famous: "That's one small step for a 
man, one giant leap for mankind." Armstrong and Aldrin spent nearly two and a half hours walking on 
the moon - collecting samples, conducting experiments, and taking photographs. On. July 24 the 
three men splashed down in the Pacific Ocean, arriving to a hero’s welcome. 

After a ticker-tape parade in New York City, the three astronauts and their wives began a world tour 
visiting twenty-two countries and receiving numerous awards. Armstrong alone received the Medal of 
Freedom, the highest award the U.S. government can bestow on a civillian. He also received the 
NASA Distinguished Service Medal, the NASA Exceptional Service Medal, seventeen medals from 
other countries, and the Congressional Space Medal of Honor. Wapakoneta celebrated the historic 
moon landing with he rest of the world, hosting a large welcome-home parade for their native son, 
and renaming a street Neil Armstrong Drive 

Later Career 
Appointed Deputy Associate Administrator for Aeronautics at NASA in 1970, Neil Armstrong resigned 
a year later after seventeen years of service with NASA. Returning to Ohio he became a professor of 
aerospace engineering at the University of Cincinnati, where he remained until 1979. 

After retiring, Armstrong remained active in the space program, serving as a member of the National 
Commission on Space from 1985 to 1986 and as vice-chairman of the presidential commission on 
the shuttle Challenger accident in 1986. At the present time, Armstrong and his wife reside in Ohio.

AMERICAN  HERO - Neil A. Armstrong

Ask not what your club can do for you,...Ask what you can do for your club!  Volunteer!!

Armstrong passed away on Aug. 25, 2012 following complications resulting from cardiovascular procedures. 
He was 82.

http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h04.shtml
http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h04.shtml
http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h06.shtml
http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h06.shtml
http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h06.shtml
http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/nw01/nw01-h06.shtml
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We have all experienced this, a customer comes
in with the latest “Internet Store” pricing
demanding we match it. Competing against a

web only vendor dollar for dollar is a no win situation.
However, brick and mortar dealers have something web
only folks can’t provide, and that is face-time with our
customers.

How do we take advantage of face-time? It’s easy;
we call it service. Value and profit can be added to our
stores by providing service. As an example, to help with
those not comfortable with glow engines, it’s time for a
basic course in bearing replacement.

A prime candidate for bearing replacement will
exhibit slight bumps when the shaft is rotated. A cus-
tomer recently dropped off an older, Enya .61 in dire
need of new bearings. Boca Bearing was contacted and
they were able to supply a set of replacement bearing of
higher quality than original, and for less money. The
needed bearings arrived quickly and were packaged in a
neat zip-lock packet.

When working on any engine, cleanliness is critical
for success. Get a small storage tub for the parts and
take some digital pictures of the engine at the beginning
and throughout the disassembly process, especially if
this is your first attempt at bearing replacement. Photos
are a great resource especially if you get stumped or
have parts left over at the end.

Needed for the job is a paint removal-style heat
gun or Propane—not MAPP—torch, quality screw driv-
ers, Allen keys, paper towels, isopropyl alcohol, and

castor or model engine oil. When working on the inter-
nal parts of any engine, avoid metal tools. The tiniest
burr or scratch can be the end of a successful repair. For
the internal work you will need some hardwood or syn-
thetic dowels, and a small plastic head hammer. Lastly
you will need a pair of oven mitts to protect your hands
during the bearing removal and replacement process.

Disassembly begins by removing the screws that
hold the carburetor in place. A slight rotation will
release it. Some engines have an “O” ring or fiber gas-
ket. If, so remove it carefully and save it for reinstalla-
tion. The front thrust washer (the part the propeller or
flywheel sits on) differs from engine to engine. Some
have conical seats, and some a keyed shaft. The Enya
had set screws to keep it in place. Whatever holds the
thrust washer in place must be removed so the thrust
washer can be removed also.

Holding the crankshaft vertically, thread a nut on a
few turns, just enough to protect the threads. A few
light taps on the nut with a plastic head hammer will

dislodge the crank. If you’re really lucky the rear bear-
ing will come out with the crankshaft.

Most times, including this Enya, heat is needed to
remove the bearings. Bearings are held in place by what
is called an interference fit. This is a fancy technical
term for nothing more than a really tight fit. Aluminum
and steel expand at different rates and by heating the
crankcase just enough to allow the aluminum to expand
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Adding value to our brick and mortar
stores through service.

Boca Bearings

Once the aluminum crankcase is heated the main
bearing will drop out with a gentle tap.

For this repair, the front bearing was gently tapped
out of the crankcase using a Delran rod.
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without using so much heat the steel bearings begin to
expand will allow the bearings to be removed from the
crankcase without too much difficulty. 

To accomplish this, set the torch to the lowest possible
flame. Direct the heat to the outside of the crankcase around
the bearing. Avoid having the flame spill over to the bearing,
as we want the case to expand, not the bearing. By rotating

the flame evenly it should take less than a minute before the
bearing is ready to release. Give the case a gentle tap with
the plastic hammer, and—voilá!—the bearing will pop right
out. Do not pick the old bearing up in joy, as even without
direct heat, it’s still very hot and will burn skin in an instant.
Note that some of the old hardened oil may liquefy and
smoke, so always have adequate ventilation.  

Every engine is different, but with an Enya crankcase,
the prop bearing is easy. This can be pressed out with a non-
metallic rod. For clarity, I used some wooden jaws in a vise
to just hold everything in place. Do not squeeze down with

the vise or the case will be damaged. In this instance a
Delran rod was used to dislodge the front bearing. Do this
while the case is still warm, and gentle even tapping will get
the job done.

With the bearings removed, clean the bearing seats of
any residue. Also clean the crankshaft with a dry non-metal-
lic green scrub pad. Once everything is clean, apply a small
amount of assembly oil to the shaft and the large rear bear-

ing should slide onto the shaft smoothly. Seat the bearing to
the crankshaft counter weight. Now start the front bearing
in the case with a gentle tap of the hammer.

It’s now time to get the crankshaft and bearings back
into the crankcase. To do this, gently heat the crankcase to
begin expansion, but only enough so the front and rear
bearings will both seat in one step. When the case is hot
enough, feed the crankshaft into case and through the front
bearing. It sounds like you need three hands, but at the
same time push the front bearing into its seat. Now with
your hand in an oven mitt, hold everything in place. Do this
quickly as the new bearings will immediately draw the heat
out of the crankcase and it will start to shrink, creating a
new interference fit. 

Engine reassembly is a simple matter of reversing the
process. If you get distracted use your digital photos as a
reference. Light application of assembly lube on all moving
parts is always a good choice as this will protect the engine
during the initial startup. Pay attention to the piston and
connecting rod alignment, and when replacing the back-
plate and cylinder head, use a cross-pattern to tighten the
screws. Also use multiple passes when tightening screws.

First only snug everything down, then go back and tighten
everything to its final torque using the same cross-pattern. 

Check the engine by hand for smooth rotation and
replace the glow plug with a fresh one. Before returning any
engine to the customer I recommend mounting it to a test
stand. Check the engine for good idle and smooth transition
to high power. If there is any damage causing leakage the
engine will not idle reliably and choke on quick transitions.
If the engine passes all tests, like this Enya, congratulate
yourself, you deserve it.  

Now you can offer bearing replacement service to your
customers or help them identify the bearings they need and
provide the parts. Either way, you win. If you can’t find a
match using the charts provided by Boca Bearings a phone
call will get you some great folks to provide assistance. Boca
Bearings doesn’t just sell engine bearings. Should you have
customers looking for robotic supplies or working on some
sort of weird science project, you have a resource and that
means a sale. 

Boca Bearing information, including its dealer program,
can be found at www.bocabearing.com. HM

The bearings of this old Enya were well worn and in
need of the type of service your store can provide.

A light application of oil during reassembly will 
protect the engine during the initial start up. 

Don’t throw an engine away. A good cleaning and
new bearings brought this old Enya back to life.
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new interference fit. 

Engine reassembly is a simple matter of reversing the
process. If you get distracted use your digital photos as a
reference. Light application of assembly lube on all moving
parts is always a good choice as this will protect the engine
during the initial startup. Pay attention to the piston and
connecting rod alignment, and when replacing the back-
plate and cylinder head, use a cross-pattern to tighten the
screws. Also use multiple passes when tightening screws.

First only snug everything down, then go back and tighten
everything to its final torque using the same cross-pattern. 

Check the engine by hand for smooth rotation and
replace the glow plug with a fresh one. Before returning any
engine to the customer I recommend mounting it to a test
stand. Check the engine for good idle and smooth transition
to high power. If there is any damage causing leakage the
engine will not idle reliably and choke on quick transitions.
If the engine passes all tests, like this Enya, congratulate
yourself, you deserve it.  

Now you can offer bearing replacement service to your
customers or help them identify the bearings they need and
provide the parts. Either way, you win. If you can’t find a
match using the charts provided by Boca Bearings a phone
call will get you some great folks to provide assistance. Boca
Bearings doesn’t just sell engine bearings. Should you have
customers looking for robotic supplies or working on some
sort of weird science project, you have a resource and that
means a sale. 

Boca Bearing information, including its dealer program,
can be found at www.bocabearing.com. HM

The bearings of this old Enya were well worn and in
need of the type of service your store can provide.

A light application of oil during reassembly will 
protect the engine during the initial start up. 

Don’t throw an engine away. A good cleaning and
new bearings brought this old Enya back to life.
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without using so much heat the steel bearings begin to
expand will allow the bearings to be removed from the
crankcase without too much difficulty. 

To accomplish this, set the torch to the lowest possible
flame. Direct the heat to the outside of the crankcase around
the bearing. Avoid having the flame spill over to the bearing,
as we want the case to expand, not the bearing. By rotating

the flame evenly it should take less than a minute before the
bearing is ready to release. Give the case a gentle tap with
the plastic hammer, and—voilá!—the bearing will pop right
out. Do not pick the old bearing up in joy, as even without
direct heat, it’s still very hot and will burn skin in an instant.
Note that some of the old hardened oil may liquefy and
smoke, so always have adequate ventilation.  

Every engine is different, but with an Enya crankcase,
the prop bearing is easy. This can be pressed out with a non-
metallic rod. For clarity, I used some wooden jaws in a vise
to just hold everything in place. Do not squeeze down with

the vise or the case will be damaged. In this instance a
Delran rod was used to dislodge the front bearing. Do this
while the case is still warm, and gentle even tapping will get
the job done.

With the bearings removed, clean the bearing seats of
any residue. Also clean the crankshaft with a dry non-metal-
lic green scrub pad. Once everything is clean, apply a small
amount of assembly oil to the shaft and the large rear bear-

ing should slide onto the shaft smoothly. Seat the bearing to
the crankshaft counter weight. Now start the front bearing
in the case with a gentle tap of the hammer.

It’s now time to get the crankshaft and bearings back
into the crankcase. To do this, gently heat the crankcase to
begin expansion, but only enough so the front and rear
bearings will both seat in one step. When the case is hot
enough, feed the crankshaft into case and through the front
bearing. It sounds like you need three hands, but at the
same time push the front bearing into its seat. Now with
your hand in an oven mitt, hold everything in place. Do this
quickly as the new bearings will immediately draw the heat
out of the crankcase and it will start to shrink, creating a
new interference fit. 

Engine reassembly is a simple matter of reversing the
process. If you get distracted use your digital photos as a
reference. Light application of assembly lube on all moving
parts is always a good choice as this will protect the engine
during the initial startup. Pay attention to the piston and
connecting rod alignment, and when replacing the back-
plate and cylinder head, use a cross-pattern to tighten the
screws. Also use multiple passes when tightening screws.

First only snug everything down, then go back and tighten
everything to its final torque using the same cross-pattern. 

Check the engine by hand for smooth rotation and
replace the glow plug with a fresh one. Before returning any
engine to the customer I recommend mounting it to a test
stand. Check the engine for good idle and smooth transition
to high power. If there is any damage causing leakage the
engine will not idle reliably and choke on quick transitions.
If the engine passes all tests, like this Enya, congratulate
yourself, you deserve it.  

Now you can offer bearing replacement service to your
customers or help them identify the bearings they need and
provide the parts. Either way, you win. If you can’t find a
match using the charts provided by Boca Bearings a phone
call will get you some great folks to provide assistance. Boca
Bearings doesn’t just sell engine bearings. Should you have
customers looking for robotic supplies or working on some
sort of weird science project, you have a resource and that
means a sale. 

Boca Bearing information, including its dealer program,
can be found at www.bocabearing.com. HM

The bearings of this old Enya were well worn and in
need of the type of service your store can provide.

A light application of oil during reassembly will 
protect the engine during the initial start up. 

Don’t throw an engine away. A good cleaning and
new bearings brought this old Enya back to life.

without using so much heat the steel bearings begin to 
expand will allow the bearings to be removed from the 
crankcase without too much difficulty.
! To accomplish this, set the torch to the lowest possible 
flame. Direct the heat to the outside of the crankcase around 
the bearing. Avoid having the flame spill over to the bearing, 
as we want the case to expand, not the bearing. By rotating

the flame evenly it should take less than a minute before the 
bearing is ready to release. Give the case a gentle tap with the 
plastic hammer, and—voilá!—the bearing will pop right out. Do 
not pick the old bearing up in joy, as even without direct heat, 
itʼs still very hot and will burn skin in an instant. Note that some 
of the old hardened oil may liquefy and smoke, so always have 
adequate ventilation.
! Every engine is different, but with an Enya crankcase, 
the prop bearing is easy. This can be pressed out with a non- 
metallic rod. For clarity, I used some wooden jaws in a vise to 
just hold everything in place. Do not squeeze down with

the vise or the case will be damaged. In this instance a 
Delran rod was used to dislodge the front bearing. Do this 
while the case is still warm, and gentle even tapping will get 
the job done.
! With the bearings removed, clean the bearing seats of 
any residue. Also clean the crankshaft with a dry non-metal- 
lic green scrub pad. Once everything is clean, apply a small 
amount of assembly oil to the shaft and the large rear bear-

ing should slide onto the shaft smoothly. Seat the bearing to 
the crankshaft counter weight. Now start the front bearing in 
the case with a gentle tap of the hammer.
! Itʼs now time to get the crankshaft and bearings back 
into the crankcase. To do this, gently heat the crankcase to 
begin expansion, but only enough so the front and rear 
bearings will both seat in one step. When the case is hot 
enough, feed the crankshaft into case and through the front 
bearing. It sounds like you need three hands, but at the same 
time push the front bearing into its seat. Now with your hand in 
an oven mitt, hold everything in place. Do this quickly as the 
new bearings will immediately draw the heat out of the 
crankcase and it will start to shrink, creating a new interference 
fit.
! Engine reassembly is a simple matter of reversing the 
process. If you get distracted use your digital photos as a 
reference. Light application of assembly lube on all moving 
parts is always a good choice as this will protect the engine 
during the initial startup. Pay attention to the piston and 
connecting rod alignment, and when replacing the back- plate 
and cylinder head, use a cross-pattern to tighten the screws. 

First only snug everything down, then go back and tighten 
everything to its final torque using the same cross-pattern.
! Check the engine by hand for smooth rotation and 
replace the glow plug with a fresh one. Before returning any 
engine to the customer I recommend mounting it to a test 
stand. Check the engine for good idle and smooth transition 
to high power. If there is any damage causing leakage the 
engine will not idle reliably and choke on quick transitions. If 
the engine passes all tests, like this Enya, congratulate 
yourself, you deserve it.
! Now you can offer bearing replacement service to 
your customers or help them identify the bearings they need 
and provide the parts. Either way, you win. If you canʼt find a 
match using the charts provided by Boca Bearings a phone 
call will get you some great folks to provide assistance. Boca 
Bearings doesnʼt just sell engine bearings. Should you have 
customers looking for robotic supplies or working on some 
sort of weird science project, you have a resource and that 
means a sale.
! Boca Bearing information, including its dealer 
program, can be found at www.bocabearing.com. HM
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Each year with the advent of the Atlantic 
hurricane season, the 53rd Weather 
Reconnaissance Squadron of the US Air 
Force Reserve, known around the world as 
the Hurricane Hunters, prepares for another 
season of activity. Their ten Lockheed-Martin 
WC-130 aircraft are specially instrumented 
for the dangerous task at hand.

2003 marks the 60th year in which aircraft 
have flown into the fury of hurricanes. You 
may be surprised to learn that the first 
intentional flight into a hurricane was not a 
carefully planned mission, but the spur-of-the-
moment decision by US Air Corps Colonel 
Joseph Duckworth. It began as a bet!

FLYING INTO THE EYE

The Surprise Hurricane 
of 1943

In 1943, the second year of 
American involvement in 
World War II changed many 
normal routines and practices 
in the United States. One of 
these was the way in which 
Americans were informed 
about the weather. Shortly 
after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor in 1941, the Office of 

Censorship advised radio 
stations to omit all mention of 
weather, except as directed 
by the US Weather Bureau. 
Even baseball announcers 
were instructed to avoid 
mentioning the weather during 
ball games. Daily newspapers 
carried only vaguely worded 
forecasts, and little news of 
weather disasters.

In late July of 1943, a tropical 
depression formed off 
Burrwood, Louisiana and 
drifted westward toward the 
Texas coast. The depression 
would quickly intensify to 
hurricane force and take aim 
on Galveston Bay. Its 
presence in the Gulf waters 
was deduced by New Orleans 

forecaster W.R. Stevens from 
coastal upper air data. 
Because of suspected 
German U-boat activity in the 
Gulf of Mexico, all marine 
radio broadcasts were 
silenced. The muffling also 
extended to include weather 
observations and reports, 
even if severe conditions like 
a tropical storm were 
involved. Weather Bureau 
forecasters at the time relied 
almost exclusively on ships 
reports and various weather 
offices in coastal cities and 
airports for the information 
used to produce routine 
forecasts and storm warnings 
in the coastal region and 
offshore waters.

With the hurricane season at full throttle, I decided it was a good time to revisit this article that appeared 
in “Smoke Signals” in the October 2010 issue, at which point I wrote.  “I am reprinting portions of the 
article that appeared in the “Weather Almanac for July 2003” I think you will find this a fascinating story 
and you can read the entire article on line.”
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The Bet and the Flight

In the mess hall during breakfast, 
Duckworth finally reached his fill 
of the British giggling and 
whining and ridiculing of the 
AT-6 aircraft as well as their 
belief it was a frail plane. He 
defended his planes saying they 
could fly in any weather. The 
Brits dared him to prove it, so he 
offered a wager that would prove 
both the AT-6 and his instrument 
flying techniques were sound. He 
would fly one into the teeth of 
the hurricane and return safely. 
The bet was accepted. A highball 
to the winner!

Don't be mislead, however, by 
the impulsive nature of the 
proposed flight. Major 
Duckworth had long firmly 
believed that no weather was 
unflyable when the pilot was 
competent in instrument flying 
techniques. And no one on that 
base was more competent or 
experienced than Joe Duckworth 
to fly such weather.

Major Duckworth needed a 
navigator. Across the table sat the 
only navigator at the airfield that 
morning: Lieutenant Ralph 
O'Hair. Duckworth asked O'Hair 
to volunteer to accompany him 
on the risky, unsanctioned flight. 
O'Hair was shock at the 
invitation but agreed out of the 
respect he had for Duckworth's 
skill as a pilot. "There was no 
one in the Air Force who could 
have ordered me to do that; I 
love life too much." O'Hair later 
recalled.

Convinced that Headquarters 
would never sanction the flight 
due to the high risk to the aircraft 
and the crew, Duckworth and 
O'Hair decided not to seek 
official permission. As they 
prepared for take-off O''Hair 
worried that if their single engine 
failed for some reason, they 
would be in deep trouble.

The hurricane had just come 
ashore when they took off around 
noon, packing 80 to 100 mph 
(130-160 km/h) winds. 
Approaching the storm at an 
altitude of between 4,000 and 
9,000 feet (1200 to 2700 metres), 
the two-man crew felt the scud-
filled sky became very turbulent. 
O'Hair would later describe the 
flight as "being tossed about like 
a stick in a dog's mouth" without 
much chance of getting away 
from the grip of the storm. Flying 
through the dark storm-wall, they 
fought torrential rain and 
extreme, turbulent updrafts and 
downdrafts. "I was scared flying 
into the thing," said O'Hair, years 
later. "The water was very, very 
heavy. You could hear it in an 
AT-6. That was an awesome 
thing. The farther we got in, the 
darker it got."

Blackness and wind shears 
characterized the inner third of 
the hurricane as the Texan 
approached the storm's eye. 
Suddenly, bursting through a 
showery curtain of towering, 
dark clouds, brightness filled the 
sky. Surrounding them were high 
cumulonimbus walls, below the 
ground, above fairly clear sky. 

They had broken into the eye of 
the hurricane. "What 
characterized that eye," recalled 
O'Hair, "was the relief that I felt; 
after what we'd been through, it 
was immeasurable."

The eye, according to O'Hair, 
was shaped like a leaning cone, 
extending nine or ten miles 
(fifteen to sixteen kilometres) 
across. Looking down they could 
see the countryside, confirming 
the storm had indeed moved 
inland. They radioed the Houston 
weather station reporting the 
latitude and longitude of the eye. 
After circling inside the eye a 
few times, they exited again into 
the dark overcast and heavy 
rains, following the radio 
compass home. "We were much 
more relaxed on the way back. 
We knew the ‘Alpha and Omega' 
of that hurricane."

That night the bet was paid and 
never more was heard a 
discouraging word on the 
sturdiest of the AT-6 trainer nor 
the value of instrument flying.
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BIRTHDAYSCalendar
September 6, 2012

Club Meeting
Show and Tell

September 15, 2012

ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC

Rain date
Sunday September 16, 2012

September 20, 2012

Club Meeting

Send all suggestions to:
newsletter@meroke.com

TOP GUN

Ask not what your club can do for you,...Ask what you can do for your club!  Volunteer!!!

Rich Boll ran the TOP GUN FUN FLY which took 
place on August 19, 2012.  The contest 
consisted of  4 events, TOUCH THE CIRCLE, 
FIGURE 8 BACK AND FORTH PLUS IN AND OUT, 
LOOP AND ROLL PLUS BREAK A BALLOON, AND 
CLIMB AND GLIDE.
There are 3 more Top Gun Fun Fly events 
remaining.

TOP GUN RESULTS AS OF AUGUST

 Next top gun will be September 23rd
Here are the standings for TOP GUN. Remember 
scoring is like golf the lowest score is best.  

Sept 2   Sal Spallino

Sept 4   Charlie Restivo

Sept 4   Ernie Schack

Sept 5      Robert Peters

Sept 6      Frank Saverese

Sept 8       Al Weiner

Sept 23    Greg Gatto

Sept 26    Michael  Hagens

Sept 27    Paul Fornuto

Sept 28    Frank Lang

FALL IS COMING60.
00

SO ARE YOUR 2013 MEMBERSHIP DUES!

CONTESTANT                SCORE
1.  Patrick Boll             27 pts
2.  Jack Tramuta                   55 pts
3.  Allen Berg                     56 pts
4.  Rich Boll                    59 pts
5.  Nelson Ramos              73 pts
6.  Gene Kolakowski                97 pts
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